
Optional—Supercharge the
challenge with 5 pieces of sellotape

or blue tack. Other than that? Just
whatever stationery your students
brought to school. Keep it simple.

EQUIPMENT:

THE TOWER
Challenge 3

Students must work in pairs or small
groups to build the tallest, free-

standing tower possible using only
the stationery on hand—and the 5

pieces of tape/string/blue tack.

OBJECTIVE:

The tower must stand on its own—no leaning, no props.
It must stay standing for 15 seconds to count.
Only stationery can be used.
Students get 180 seconds to plan—then 300 seconds to build.

HOW IT WORKS:

Learning Points: This isn’t just a game. It’s a fast-track for essential life skills:
Organisation: How do they plan and structure the build?
Collaboration: Can they work as a team under pressure?
Communication: Who talks, who listens, who leads?
Problem-Solving: How do they adapt when the tower falls?
Leadership: Who steps up, and how do they guide the team?
Time Management: Can they plan and execute within the time limit?

This isn’t just a building exercise. It’s a full-on teamwork lab, testing planning, communication,
leadership, and creativity under time pressure.

If a few students dominate and others sit back, here’s how you bring everyone in without
killing the vibe:

Each student can only use one hand at a time.
Students must take turns placing objects.
Two students must hold each object together before it’s placed.

These tweaks make sure everyone is actively engaged, turning the challenge into a real
lesson in teamwork and collaboration.


